PIPILOTTI RIST 

Quotes by the artist

I designed three-dimensional pictures for people to move in and out of. I wanted to create dreaming bubbles that everyone could experience together.

I want to create a complete environment in which the spectator can let him or herself go and become fully absorbed by the images and sounds in the film. The film is therefore going to be both a journey into the subconscious as well as a meditative experience.

When I think about my work, material is everything I touch, see, eat, drink, and conceive, everything, staged or un-staged, that I shoot, digitalize, order, and process.

I invite people to take a trip through the body directly in front of and behind the eyelids. I bow to my objects and I glorify nature. I scoop up time for viewers and listeners.

Not annoying, but too narrow: I agree I’m consciously conjuring up the positive sides of mad or hysteric gestures – but it is more that fun. It’s a survival tactic to let female characteristics shine in the sun, and turn around some of the negative prejudices by performing them positively. I try to feel, smell, see, listen, touch and taste in as much detail as possible. But I’m not satisfied with my capability yet.

I have always considered video to be most wonderful repository for my fears, my desires, my subconscious, the picture in my head. So I have never understood why these images have to be contained. When I close my eyes, my imagination roams free. In the same way I want to create spaces for video art that rethink the very nature of the medium itself, I want to discover new ways of configuring the world, both the world outside and the world within.

I find inspiration in the strangest of places. From sugar packets to the play of light in nature, even the hypnotic motion of the black and white interference on an old television set fascinates me. I believe that everything around us has a cosmic significance. We just have to learn to look for it.

I think it is the role of art to take our dreams and make them real, and in doing so change our perception of reality into something that is super fantastic! That is the wonder and enchantment of creative mind. Art at its best promotes positive energies that allow us to reconcile our reason with what we call instinct. It is colour noise. It opens our brains to new ways of seeing and experiencing the world around us. It makes us feel alive.

The whole question of how to put art into regular life is what interests me the most. I treat art as a service. I think of myself as a service worker.
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